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WILLIAM AND MABT COLLEGE IN THE EEVOLUTION. 

Williamsburg, August 22, 1777 ( Virginia Gazette). — The pro- 
fessors and students of William and Mary College, agreeable to an 
act of the last Assembly, have formed themselves into a military 
company, who are to do duty with the militia of this city, and 
have appointed the following officers, viz. : Eev. James Madison, 
captain; Granville Smith, first lieutenant; William Nelson, Jr., 
second lieutenant, and Daniel Pitzhugh, ensign. The Governor 
and council have appointed Thomas Nelson, Jr., Esq., brigadier 
general of the militia in this State. 

On Friday last, the 15tb of August, being the day of the founda- 
tion of William and Mary College, after prayer and a sermon by 
Mr. Madison, recommending industry in the pursuit of science, 
and setting forth the advantages with which it might be here prose- 
cuted, two orations were delivered — the first in Latin, by Mr. 
Heath, upon the utility of sciences, the other in English, by Mr. 
William Nelson, in which he discussed, to the great satisfaction of 
many learned gentlemen who favored the college with their pre- 
sence, the question, What form of government is most favorable to 
public virtue and the arts and sciences ? 



WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE. 

Its Antiquities. 

This college is the only American college which received its 
charter from the crown, under the seal of the privy council. 

It was the only college, English or American, that received a 
grant of arms from the Heralds' College. Thus, in the Encyclo- 
paedia Heraldica, William Berry, London, is a representation of 
the arms: 

"Virginia College: Vert, a college or edifice ar. maisoned ppr, 
in chief the rising sun or, the hemisphere of the third; granted 
May 14, 1694." (See, also, Burke and Papworth.) Thus, the col- 
lege colors are "gold, green, and silver." Mr. J. H. Buck, of the 
Gorham Manufacturing Company, silversmiths, Broadway, New 
York, has written me on this subject, and the following is an ex- 
tract from his letter: 

"I know of no grant of arms to any other American college. 
Woodward (Ecc'l Heraldry, 1894) says: 'The coats-of-arms now 
borne for the several colleges are, as will hereafter appear, mostly 
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assumed from those borne by their respective founders It 

does not seem that they were ever the subjects of authoritative 
grants from the College of Arms, from whose jurisdiction the uni- 
versity was exempted by a special charter of Henry IV. (This 
sufficiently accounts for many variations and irregularities.)' 

" 'In December, 1643 [Harvard], a vote was passed by the gov- 
ernors of the college to adopt a common seal.' (Eliot.)" 

In the same letter Mr. Buck identifies the arms on the dexter 
side of the shield inscribed on the cup among the communion 
plate of Bruton (described in Vol. III., page 174, as the work of 
Peeter Harache) as the arms of Stanton. 1 Among the college let- 
ters is one from Samuel Athawes to the president and masters of 
the college, under date of July 20, 1775, in which they are in- 
formed that "he has in his custody the gilt sacrament Cup and 
Patten, together with the Bible which was left by Lady Gooch to 
the College of William and Mary, and which, when the times will 
permit, he will send addressed to the Bursar of that Seminary." 
Now, Lady Gooch, wife of Governor Gooch, was Rebecca, daugh- 
ter of William Stanton, Esq. ; and there can be little doubt that, 
when John Bracken, rector of Bruton parish, became president 
of the college, the communion plate of the college was kept with 
that of the parish, and so continued. The college, after the Revo- 
lution, ceased to be a church college. 



LIBRARIES IN COLONIAL VIRGINIA. 2 — Continued. 
LXXXI. — The personal estate of the late John Merger, Esq. . . 
a great collection of well-chosen books. {Virginia Gazette, May 
23, 1771.) 

1 The arms seem to be vaire ' erm., and ermines, a canton gu. , for Stanton, 
impaling an eagle displayed, in chief three pheons. A cut of the sacrament 
cup may be seen in Buck's Old Silver, etc. 

2 Mr. B. A Brock in his excellent address before Bichmond College entitled 
the '* Colonial Virginian," says that he has catalogues of the libraries of William 
Byrd and John Mercer, of Marlborough— the last of which had fifteen hundred 
volumes, of which about one third were law books. He adds " The libraries of 
Sir John Randolph, George Mason, William Beverley, John Herbert, William 
Stith, Gabriel Jones, Balph Wormley, and many others were also excellent." 
"I have met," he says, "with many memorials from Virginia libraries of 
the seventeenth century in Bichmond, waifs that have been transmitted in 
successive ownership." The editor has in his library "waifs" from the libra- 
ries of Judge John Tyler, Beuben Skelton, George Wythe, Benjamin Waller, 
St. George Tucker, etc. — some of them bearing book-plates and coat-armor. 



